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THE MODEL LAW FOR MORBIDITY REPORTS. 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF SPOKANE, WASH. 

On January 4, 1915, the common council of the city of Spokane, 
Wash., adopted an ordinance requiring the notification of case3 of 
preventabie diseases. The ordinance adopted wa3 the model State 
law for morbidity reports modified to meet the needs of a munici- 
pality. The ordinance as adopted will be found on pages 958 to 
960 of this issue. 



HOW PLAGUE MAY BE CARRIED FROM PLACE TO PLACE. 

An occurrence of unusual interest is reported from Seattle, Wash. 
A short time ago the State Horticulturist of Washington, who also 
acts for the Federal service, had occasion to open a large box of 
plants which arrived at the port of Seattle from Yokohama, Japan. 
On opening this box of plants a rat was found in the soil at the bottom 
of the box. The inspector killed the rat with a stick and delivered 
it to the local representative of the Public Health Service, who, 
after a careful bacteriological examination, reports that it was 
suffering from chronic (bubonic) plague. 

A careful investigation into the history of the box makes it cer- 
tain that there were only two possibilities : Either that the rat came 
all the way from Japan inside the box of plants, or that it entered 
the box at the appraiser's building, at Seattle, as that building was 
the only place in the city of Seattle where the box was opened previous 
to its opening on the sidewalk at the place of business of the importer 
to whom the plants were consigned. 

The report states that the conditions were such that the rat might 
have survived the journey from Japan to the United States, and 
while admitting the possibility that the rat may have entered the 
box in Seattle, it is not considered probable that it did. At any 
rate, the rat was in the box and nailed up in such manner as to make 
escape practically impossible when it left the appraiser's building. 
The only way the rat could have escaped would have been for it 
to have gnawed its way through the box with its teeth. 

The distance from the appraiser's building to the importer's place 
was about half a mils, and it was fortunate indeed that the rat in 
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